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Joshua 1:9 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; 
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God 

will be with you wherever you go.” 

On Valentine’s Day … A Real Love Connection 
By Ann Marie Chilton on February 12, 2009 

https://billygraham.org/story/on-valentines-day-a-real-love-connection/ 
 

The word “love” might bring to mind a familiar phrase: Love is patient, love is kind … On one popular TV trivia show, the 
contestants couldn’t name the book of the Bible where these verses are written, but they recognized the words. Love 
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres … Many have heard these verses recited in wedding 
ceremonies or seen them written on Valentine’s Day cards. And they are found in 1 Corinthians 13, often called the “love 
chapter” of the Bible. Love never fails … At a certain point, some might say 1 Corinthians 13 has been quoted too much, 
which can cause words to lose their meaning. People might think, “Yeah, yeah, ok. ‘Faith, hope and love, and the greatest 
of these is love.’ I know. I’ve heard it all before.” Others have heard someone say, “I love you,” but a happy ending didn’t 
follow. For some, the word “love” has been exhausted. That’s because if we read or speak beautiful words about love again 
and again, but do not do it with intention or understanding, then the words begin to sound like empty statements. A better 
way to say that is, “If I speak in the languages of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal” (1 Corinthians 13:1, NIV). In fact, 1 Corinthians 13 teaches that people must connect to love, specifically 
the love of God, in order to live meaningful lives. 

CONNECTING TO THE SOURCE Valentine’s Day brings good news because–whether single, married, divorced, 
separated, or any other sort of status–people can connect to the best kind of love, God’s love. And Valentine’s Day 
recognizes a holiday of taking time to show affection, to bring a little more meaning into everyday actions. Instead of 
mentioning romance in 1 Corinthians 13, the great love chapter teaches about the love of God: agape love, everlasting love, 
unconditional love, unselfish love. God’s love is wide open. His love is available to any people who will yield their hearts and 
lives to Him. On one popular reality TV show, a single man meets several single women. As he gets to know them a little 
better, he eliminates the women he is not interested in. Sounds cruel, right? It is. But it’s all done in the name of “love”–and 
entertainment. As the women on the show are publicly rejected, one by one, they feel awful. One woman expressed her 
hopelessness, saying, “If I could have opened myself up to him, I think, if he saw the real me, he would definitely 
reconsider.” Another thought if she were more beautiful or charming, then he would have chosen her. “I tried, and it just 
wasn’t enough,” she said. In romance, many times, heartbreak comes before lasting love. 
But God does not line people up, inspect them, and then reject the ones He doesn’t like because that is not what real love 
does. Sometimes cultural expressions and ideas about love are so cheap that it’s almost impossible to fathom, in contrast, 
the wonderful extent of God’s love. The Bible confirms this, saying, “Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then 
we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known” (1 Corinthians 13:12). 
God knows people very well, and He loves us. He knows the strengths and weaknesses, the secret sins and personal joys. 
God desires to save us from ourselves. His love gives us a second chance, and really, more chances than we deserve. Billy 
Graham says, “No matter what sin you have committed, no matter how dirty, shameful or terrible it may be, God loves you. 
You may be at the very gate of hell itself, but God loves you with an everlasting love.” 

GOD IS … WHAT? The Bible teaches that God is love. In the language of mathematics, that means God = love. In the 
language of teenagers, it means that God is, like, totally all about love. In a philosophical sense, God is so wrapped up in love 

that He is one with love itself. Unlike a lovesick admirer, God does not simply profess His love in words. God proves His 
love in action. The Bible says, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us” (Romans 5:8). Jesus Christ’s sacrifice represents the ultimate act of love because it shows God’s grace. Christ is not 
just a good person who did good things for people and then was willing to die for His actions. Christ died in order to bring 
people closer to God. Billy Graham says, “The fact that God is love does not mean that everything is sweet, beautiful and 
happy and that God’s love could not possibly allow punishment for sin. God’s holiness demands that all sin be punished, 
but God’s love provided a plan of redemption and salvation for sinful people. God’s love provided the cross of Jesus Christ 
by which we can have forgiveness and cleansing.” Besides, what good is it to die for someone if the act accomplishes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Staying Home for Illness 

We appreciate that many of you seem to be erring on 

the side of caution when our kids are ill and keeping 

them (and sometimes siblings) home. With the prep-

work required to shift to a digital format (especially in 

the younger grades), our teachers may not be able to 

post everything in Google Classroom. If your child 3rd-

8th grade student is feeling well enough to do some 

work, some of their assignments will be posted online, 

often after the class period. Everything else will be 

available when they return to school. We will work 

with your child for extended deadlines to get caught up 

with the work they missed. If you child will be out 

more than 3 days, let your teacher or the office know 

and we will work with your family to make more 

comprehensive arrangements based on your situation.  

Winter Weather 

While we watch other schools and districts, we 

independently determine school delays and closures. 

Watch WSBT, WNDU, ABC57 and Fox28 television 

stations, as well as their affiliate radio stations: 

99.9FM, 95.3FM, 101.5FM, and 960AM for 

“Resurrection Lutheran Academy”. We will send out 

a FastDirect message and you may also check the 

calendar at www.rlasouthbend.com. We make every 

effort to make a decision before 6:00am, however if 

the weather worsens after that time and we may be 

forced to make later decisions. We try to stay open as 

often as we can. We will be lenient issuing tardies on 

bad weather days, so please take your time and arrive 

safely. ***We also have the capability to send out 

text messages through Fast Direct. If you need help, 

please call the office. 

 
Calendar Updates & Reminders 

Feb. 12: 1:30pm Dismissal – Teacher Development 

Feb. 15: No School – Presidents’ Day 

Feb. 16: Pancakes & Pajamas 

Feb. 17: Ash Wednesday 

Feb. 22-26: National Lutheran Schools’ Week 

Celebrations (moved from Jan.) 

Feb. 25: Learning Fair (moved from Jan.) 

 

Re-Enrollment Now Open 

Registration packets were sent home last week. If you 

need another one, let the office know.  

Open enrollment begins Monday, Mar. 1st. Don’t forget 

to share your love of RLA with your friends and 

neighbors!  

Early Dismissal Tomorrow & No School Monday  

nothing? Or if the motives are impure? The Bible says, “If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the 
flames, but have not love, I gain nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:3). In speaking of love, 1 Corinthians 13 challenges people to do 
everything out of love, specifically the kind of love that God has shown through Jesus. Love is the motive. That means 
loving friends, enemies, neighbors, co-workers, spouses, children, parents, and even strangers with the merciful and 
selfless love that comes from God. What a great challenge! There should be a holiday that celebrates love. Oh, and there 
is. But while Valentine’s Day focuses, for the most part, on romantic love, people can be sure that there’s so much more to 
that dreaded four-letter word. There’s a lifetime of days to connect to God, the Source of love, who teaches us, by example, 
to love with patience, faith, generosity, wisdom, and grace. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
If I speak in the languages of men and of angels,  
but have not love, 
I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
If I have the gift of prophecy 
and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have a faith that can move mountains, 
but have not love, I am nothing. 
If I give all I possess to the poor 
and surrender my body to the flames, 
but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. 
It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, 
it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 
It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres.  
Love never fails. 

 

But where there are prophecies, they will cease; 
where there are tongues, they will be stilled; 
where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 
For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 
but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 
When I was a child, I talked like a child, 
I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 
When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 
Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; 
then we shall see face to face. 
Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I am fully known. 
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. 
But the greatest of these is love. 

 


